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to work along with him in the Germany that was to
be freed.

None of the officers present was an adherent of the
republic. They were all in its pay, but all of them were
helping to undermine it.

The thought of the former soldiers in the World War
having to carry on politics left Goring no longer any
rest. If there was a rising he wanted to be there, for
it was only through a military revolution that he
could win new power, new honour, and new recogni-
tion. Had he not once learned in the cadet school
that the soldier was the most important element in a
nation ? Yes, as the saying went: ' A nation of
sixty-six million either lives as a great power or dies as
a herd.'

National Socialism was only apparently born in
Munich. In reality neither a Hitler nor a Goring
would have been ruling now in Germany without the
Versailles Treaty. The hard peace conditions aroused
the German jingo spirit; and when on top of it France
flf 1923 came into the Ruhr with armed troops against
the German democracy, the fiery incitement of the
German Chauvinist military fell on good soil.

Albert Leo Schlageter, who blew a French train
into the air, and who is made to say these characteristic
words in a play by Hans Johst: " When I hear the
word culture, I snatch my revolver," was glorified in
the widest circles.

The anti-democratic nationalists were in a strong
position : hunger, poverty, inflation, and then the